
Genealogy of A House 



Blueprint for Research

Genealogy and 
Historic 
Preservation

Building from the 
ground up

Three main source 
types



Lay of the Land 
• Vegetation

• Land ownership

• Land patents

• Register of  Deeds

• Property inventory 
cards

• Subdivision Control 
Plats



Property Inventory Card



Building Community

• County History

• Michigan Gazetteer

• Newspapers 

• Paper trail and People 
Trail



Be a house Detective

• Beauty or Bungaloid?

• Talk to neighbors

• Look where the sun doesn’t 
shine (Attic, garage, basement)

• Be observant during 
remodeling

• Don’t be shy--telephone 
sometimes works better than 
the web



Textual Clues

• Build date - A good place to start

• Assessor

• Register of  Deeds

• City Directories



Business Advertisement



Business Listings



Street Listing



Individual Listing



More Textual clues

• Building/Code 
Compliance 
Dept.

• Tax records

• City Council 
Minutes

• Kit Home catalog



Millwork Catalogs & 
specialty Magazines



Visual Clues

• Insurance Records

• Photographs as research 
document

• Birds eye views

• Built in America

• Making of  Ann Arbor



Local History:
Real Estate Records



Real Estate



Real Estate Records



The Present soon 
Becomes the Past

• Document what you are 
doing now!

• Start a house history file

• Merge it with your own 
genealogy



Thank you
Mark Harvey

Archives of Michigan


